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NATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Welcome to the first edition of Patrons’ Progress for 2010. | am delighted to keep you informed
about the ACO’s National Education Programs, which you so generously support.

Emerging Artists News

As you know, the Emerging Artists Program is designed to attract and mentor Australia’s brightest
young stars and has evolved to be a crucial part of the ACQO’s strategic development and planning
process. The ACO is proud to welcome five new Emerging Artists for 2010:

Michael Brooks-Reid, Victoria, Violin

Monique Lapins, Victoria, Violin

Christopher Cartlidge, Tasmania, Viola

Eleanor Betts, New South Wales, Cello

Muhamed Mehmedbasic, New South Wales, Double Bass

A full profile for each of these exciting young musicians is attached at the end of this edition of
Patrons’ Progress.

The Emerging Artists are about to come together for the second time this year, for a period of
intensive mentoring, masterclasses, workshops and rehearsals during April. This work will culminate
in two chamber music concerts to be held in May. On Saturday, 8 May, ACO musicians and the
Emerging Artists will perform for the Blue Mountains Concert Society at the Springwood Civic Centre
in New South Wales. If you fancy a trip to the Blue Mountains that weekend, or if you are one of our
Blue Mountains resident patrons, we would love to see you at the concert. Tickets may be purchased
by phoning 1800 984 460 or through www.bmconcerts.com.au.

A0, Western Australian Regional Concert and Education Tour - February 2010

In February this year, AO,  the ACO’s regional touring and mentoring orchestra, visited south west
Western Australia for the first time for a regional concert and education tour. The Orchestra received
rave reviews following its final performance, with one reviewer
describing A°O, as riding ‘the crest of the musical wave’ with its
performance of Benjamin Britten’s Variations on a Theme of
Frank Bridge’ (Neville Cohn, West Australian). Cohn went on to
say — ‘Britten’s work is not for timid players. It calls for heroic
work and an iron nerve on the part of the players — and A°O,
rose magnificently to the occasion. With near-flawless rhythmic
cut and thrust and an ability to instantly establish mood, the
overall result could hardly have been bettered.’

A0, visited the towns of Narrogin, Katanning, Albany,
Manjimup, Margaret River, Bunbury and Mount Helena. The educational programs conducted
comprised regional ensemble workshops and free access concerts along the Tour.
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The workshops included full orchestral rehearsals, sectionals, masterclass opportunities and string
technique workshops for local students. Parents and teachers were invited to attend an informal
performance at the end of the day’s activities. Students were also invited to attend an open rehearsal
of the orchestra for a special insight into how the orchestra rehearses and prepares for its regional
touring circuit. After the rehearsal the students were invited to meet the players. The education
activities were extremely successful. We have had wonderful feedback from students and teachers
including Gabrielle Ruttico, a student at Great Southern Grammar in Albany, who said:

‘It was really, really, really awesomel!! It was great seeing how the professionals look at music
and play it, and it was even better that | was playing with them. They were the some of the
nicest musicians | have ever met!!’

For the first time, the ACO offered a professional development opportunity to local string teachers.
Helena Rathbone, the ACO’s Principal Second Violin and leader of A°O,, conducted a question and
answer session in Albany. This was an extremely valuable opportunity for the local string teachers
and greatly appreciated by them as they seek to lead their students to musical excellence.

ACO and Schools i Brisbane, Students with a Disability and Matraville

School concerts and string workshops for school students, are essential components of our
Education Program. These concerts and workshops are a fantastic way for members of the Orchestra
to share their knowledge. Since the last edition of Patrons Progress and in addition to the education
activities which were part of the Western Australia Regional Tour, the ACO also held our first
Combined Schools Workshop in Brisbane in October 2009, an Open Rehearsal for students with a
disability in our studio in Sydney in December 2009, and a concert for primary school children at the
Matraville Soldiers Settlement Public School in March 2010.

Brisbane - Our last Combined Schools Workshop for 2009 was a wonderful event attended by 30
students from 18 dlfferent secondary schools from all over Brisbane and the Gold Coast. The

i students did a splendid job preparing the Grieg Holberg Suite (at a
great speed!) and the Corelli Christmas Concerto, which are both
very challenging works. The day begun with a quick run-through so
| that the ACO players could sort out the areas in the music that
needed attention. The orchestra then separated into instrumental
sections for tutorials, allowing each section to work more closely
with the ACO musicians. A quick morning tea to chat and get to
know each other, and then it was back into a full orchestral
rehearsal to add the finishing touches.

The informal concert at the end of the workshop consisted of an excellent performance by the young
musicians as they played ACO style, standing up and without a conductor, in front of a big audience.
The ACO musicians were very impressed by the standard and commitment of all of the students
involved. This workshop was certainly a great start for our new relationship with Arts Queensland.
Our future plans for Queensland include workshops all over regional Queensland in 2010 and 2011,
and two workshops a year in Brisbane.

Students with a Disability — On Wednesday, 2 December 2009, the ACO once again opened its
doors to students with a disability. Around 20 students and teachers attended an open rehearsal in
the ACO Studio in Sydney. Richard Tognetti introduced the music to the students. Following the
rehearsal, Richard and the other musicians joined the students for afternoon tea in the ACO’s Green
Room.

Matraville — Last week, an ACO quartet visited the Matraville Soldiers Settlement Public School in
Sydney’s south east for a concert and music classes. The concert was attended by 120 students from
Years 4, 5 and 6. The quartet performed Mozart’s Eine Kleine Nacht Musik, Anderson’s Plink Plank
Plunk! and the Finale of Dvorak’s American Quartet. The children were asked to work out why Eine
Kleine Nacht Musik was played at parties in its time and to listen out for the sound of a train in the
American Quartet. The ACO quartet received deafening applause and the musicians were quickly
labelled “awesome”.
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The musicians then split into pairs to participate in music
classes with the students, which involved lots of questions,
a special vocal performance by the children themselves
and some impressive chime bell playing.

The children have been receiving expert guidance from
teachers from the Australian Music Foundation whose
dedication,
in an often
difficult
environment, is both touching and admirable. Having
the ACO contribute to a program like this made an
enormous difference to both the teachers and the
children at the school. It allowed the students to see
the level they could attain if they work hard, and it
gave them first-hand access to a live performance of
the highest quality and the opportunity to ask
guestions. The children were able to engage with the =
musicians in a meaningful way, inspiring them to pursue thelr music studies. They loved the
experience and are very keen to see the ACO return for another performance in the middle of this
year. The ACO hopes to return to Matraville in June and again in September for more concerts and
music activities to build on the success of its first visit.

Parramatta String Players

In May 2008, the ACO launched the Parramatta String Players project, a three year initiative which
allows the ACO to work with the same young musicians over a sustained period. The project is a
three-tiered mentoring program: ACO musicians mentor Emerging Artists and they in turn mentor the
school-aged musicians, through workshops, masterclasses and opportunities to perform as an
orchestra alongside their mentors.

The final year of the Parramatta String Players project has entered an exciting phase. In addition to
the usual progam, the project will include a collaboration with the youMove dance group from western
Sydney. This collaboration will result in a new work to be created by composer, Matthew Hindson and
choreographer, Narelle Benjamin with input from the students.

The introductory session and first workshop for
the Parramatta String Players for 2010 took
place over a weekend last month.

Our Parramatta String Players were joined by
the youMove dancers for a discussion session
led by Matthew Hindson, workshop facilitator
Gillian Howell, Narelle Benjamin and youMove’s
Artistic Director, Kay Armstrong. They discussed
the issues that arise for dancers and for

: gt 4 - musicians when writing new works for live music
performance and dance. The group then bralnstormed their chosen theme ‘Sustainability’, discussing
what the word meant to them. The ACO was struck by the depth of thought around issues of
sustainability demonstrated by the students, especially considering their young age.

Over the weekend, the students, along with ACO musicians Steve King, Veronique Serret, Danny
Yeadon and Caroline Henbest, participated in two days of exercises designed to unlock their
creativity to produce material for the new work. The two days, led by Gillian Howell and Matthew
Hindson, included the students talking into a recorder about their ideas on sustainability, and then
using the voice inflections to create a musical theme. On the second day, the musicians were joined
by the dancers who were very moved by the music that had been created. The dancers improvised
movement around the music, with the musicians and the dancers occupying the same space. The
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experience was quite powerful and the music generated after just two days, was nothing short of
remarkable.

Matthew Hindson has taken the ideas from the
weekend and will begin composing his new
piece for string orchestra and dancers. The
new work will be recorded in July, and then
given to the dancers to choreograph their
piece.

This project has begun with a bang and we are
looking forward to seeing the results performed
in September.

The next step for the Parramatta String Players will be a set of rehearsals in May to work on some
older music which will also be performed at their final concert in September.

What 6s next ?

In addition to the programs outlined above which will continue in 2010, we look forward to combined
schools workshops in Sydney and Melbourne, a very special education based tour to far North
Queensland with an ACO Quartet in June, and another regional concert and education tour by ACOZ,
this time to northern NSW and Queensland, in October.

ACO Patrons Team news

| am pleased to announce that Helen Margolis has joined the ACO as Grants Program Manager.
Helen will be assisting me to look after you and will also be responsible for maintaining the ACO’s
relationships with the trusts and foundations that support our National Education Program.

| look forward to writing to you again later in the year with a further update on our education initiatives.
In the meantime, if you have any questions about the ACO’s education or donations programs, or if
there is anything else | can help you with, please feel free to contact either me on (02) 8274 3835 or
at Lillian.Armitage@aco.com.au. | hope to see you at one of our concerts or events during the year.

Thank you once again for your support.

With kindest regards

%@cm
Lillian Armitage
Patrons Manager

PS Atthe ACO, we aim to increase our email communications with our patrons. This will help us to report
to you more often about the activities your donation supports, and will maximise the impact of your
donation by helping us to save costs. If you would like to receive reports, newsletters, and invitations to
patron events by email, please contact Helen Margolis on (02) 8274 3830 or at
helen.margolis@aco.com.au with your email details.
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AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
EMERGING ARTISTS 2010

Michael Brooks-Reid i Violin

Michael holds a Bachelor of Music degree with honours, from the University of Melbourne, where he
studied with William Hennessy. Other past teachers include Pavel Prantl and Barry Wilde in Hong
Kong (where he spent nine years of his childhood), and Julian Quirit in
Melbourne. From 2007-2008, Michael Brooks-Reid was a full scholarship
holder at the Australian National Academy of Music, where he studied violin
with Alice Waten.

2009 saw Michael take up a new position with the Hamer String Quartet.
Since then, the quartet has won first prize at the 2009 Asia-Pacific Chamber
Music Competition in Melbourne, and the prize for most outstanding

Australian ensemble.

Michael also continues on with his role as a core member of the Melbourne Chamber Orchestra,
including, on occasion, being invited to perform solo with or direct the group. In addition to these
engagements, Michael works as a freelance musician, playing regularly with the Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra Victoria, Victorian Opera and other ensembles, often in principal
positions.

During 2009, Michael also pursued an interest in conducting, gaining a place in Symphony Australia’s
conductor development program. Through this program, he has conducted the Tasmanian Symphony
Orchestra and the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra under the tutelage of Sebastian Lang-Lessing and
Christopher Seaman.

Michael has been concertmaster of the Darwin Symphony Orchestra, Australian National Academy of
Music Orchestra, the Royal Melbourne Philharmonic Orchestra, the Stonnington Symphony
Orchestra, the Hong Kong and Melbourne Youth Orchestras. He has also regularly worked as
associate concertmaster with the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and as principal second violin with
Orchestra Victoria.

From 2005-06, Michael held the position of musical director of the Australian Classical Players
chamber orchestra. In this role, he directed many performances of chamber orchestra repertory as
principal violinist, and often soloist, in concerts throughout Melbourne and Victoria. Michael has made
solo appearances with the Melbourne Chamber Orchestra, the Australian Classical Players, the
South Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, the Victorian Youth Symphony Orchestra, the Zelman
Symphony, the Melbourne University Chamber Orchestra, and both Hong Kong and Melbourne Youth
Orchestras. Michael’s solo and chamber music performances have regularly been recorded, or live
broadcast on radio around Australia.

Monique Lapins - Violin

Monique Lapins is currently studying violin under William Hennessy at the Australian National

Academy of Music (ANAM) where she has been a student since September 2007. Previously she
was a student of James Cuddeford at the Elder Conservatorium of Music in
Adelaide.

Monique has participated in public solo, chamber and orchestral performances at
ANAM. In the past two years she has also worked with Brett Dean, Howard Penny,
Richard Gill, Rachel Beesley, Elisabeth Wallfisch, Timothy Young, Richard Tognetti,
Michael Kieran Harvey and performed in master classes and lessons with James
Ehnes, Christian Tetzlaff, Boris Kuschnir, Dmitry Sitkovetsky, Dr. Felix Andrievsky,
Janis Laurs, Natsuko Yoshimoto, Keith Crellin.
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Monique has been Concert Master of numerous chamber and orchestral ensembles including the
Australian Youth Orchestra Young Symphonists, the Adelaide Sinfonia, the Adelaide Youth
Orchestra, the Elder Chamber Orchestra and the Elder Conservatorium Orchestra, University of
Adelaide. As a Chamber musician she founded and managed the Moonlight String Quartet and held
the role of first violinist. She participated in The Australian Festival of Chamber Music, and has
performed in Recitals Australia Lunch Hour Concerts.

Monique has received numerous music awards including the Beryl Kimber Bach Prize, The
Eisteddfod String Concerto Competition, The Elder Conservatorium Junior Violin Concerto and has
been awarded the Young Composers Award ASME. In 2009, Monique performed with her piano trio
Disco Vienna alongside cellist Thomas Marlin and pianist Yuh T'sun Wu in the Asia-Pacific Chamber
Music Competition. Recently, she performed in the Finals of the Academy Concerto Competition,
playing the Sibelius Violin Concerto with Orchestra Victoria, conducted by Richard Mills.

Christopher Cartlidge i Viola

Chris started his musical training at the age of 5, learning violin and piano. In 2001, Chris was
accepted to the Sydney Conservatorium High School where he studied violin with Goetz Richter,
Jennifer Hoy and the ACO’s Mark Ingwersen. At the age of 14, Chris commenced
his viola studies under the instruction of Roger Benedict.

After graduating from the Conservatorium High School, Chris completed his first
year of tertiary study at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and was then offered
a Strings Scholarship to study at the University of Tasmania. He has studied with
Josephine St Leon for two years whilst undertaking his degree in Hobart. Chris
has performed in master classes for Patricia McCarty, Dmitry Sitkovetsky and
Feng Ning. He also had regular lessons with Peter Tanfield, Sue-Ellen Paulsen
and Jun Yi Ma.

In March 2008, Chris was placed on the Dean’s Roll of Excellence for the Faculty of Arts and at the
end of that year he was awarded the University of Tasmania Directors Prize. In early 2009 Chris was
invited to perform the Viola Concerto by Don Kay with the Jan Sedivka Camerata.

Orchestral playing has always been a passion for Chris, having played in the Sydney Youth
Orchestra, Tasmanian Youth Orchestra, SBS Youth Orchestra (Principal for two years) and the
Sydney Sinfonia (2008). In July of 2010, Chris will be joining the Australian Youth Orchestra as
principal viola on their European Tour.

For the last three years Chris has attended the Australian Summer International Summer Orchestra
Institute on scholarship and as principal viola since 2008. He has worked with the Tasmanian
Symphony Orchestra, which included a trial for a viola position, and is on the casual lists of the
Tasmanian, Melbourne and Adelaide Symphony Orchestras.

Following the completion of his Bachelor of Music in 2009, Chris is furthering his studies at the
Australian National Academy of Music in Melbourne in 2010.

Eleanor Betts T Cello

Eleanor Betts began learning the Cello with Phillippa Jackson at the age of eight, and received her
Bachelor of Music with First Class Honours from the Sydney Conservatorium in 2005
and Masters of Music in 2009, studying with Susan Blake.

Eleanor has participated in numerous masterclasses and orchestral programs — as a
member of the Conservatorium Chamber Orchestra, Eleanor worked with such
musicians as Brett Dean, Paul Dyer and Wolfram Christ, and has also taken part in
symphony orchestra workshops with Vladimir Ashkenazy, Charles Dutoit and Rumon
Gamba. She has performed many times as a member of the Sydney Symphony’s
Sinfonia program and the Australian Youth Orchestra.
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During her time at the Sydney Conservatorium, Eleanor performed in masterclasses for

Steven Isserlis, Antonio Meneses and Alexander Baillie, and in 2007 she was able to

study intensively in Europe with Cellists such as Laszl6 Mezo (Bartok Quartet) and Michael Williams
(Principal Cello, Vienna Chamber Orchestra) with the support of a Reg Waite Award, an lan Potter
Cultural Trust grant, a JB Seed Fund Grant and a Sydney Moss Travelling Scholarship.

In 2008, Eleanor performed in masterclasses for Michel Strauss, Natalie Clein and Howard Penny at
the Adelaide Cello Festival, and received full tuition scholarships to study with Raphael Wallfisch,
Paul Katz, Shauna Rolston and Andres Diaz at the Summer Cello Masterclass Program at the Banff
Centre for the Arts in Canada, and with Andre Laplante, Paul Katz, Denis Brot and Menahem
Pressler at the Toronto Summer Music Festival.

With her duo Strelitzia, Eleanor has given numerous recitals both in Canada as part of the Toronto
Summer Music Festival and in Australia for groups such as the Killara, Roseville, Macarthur, East
Killara, Lane Cove and Wahroonga Music Associations and the Historic Houses Trust, while also
performing many solo Cello and chamber music lunchtime recitals for the music programs of St.
James’ and St Stephen’s in Sydney.

Eleanor’s Honours Thesis Dissonance and Dissidents: Interpreting and Appropriating the Meaning of
the Music of Beethoven and Shostakovich was awarded a commendation in the Australia & New
Zealand Postgraduate Music Research Encouragement Prize and was adapted as a radio program
for Know Your Music on Melbourne’s 3MBS-FM in late 2008.

Eleanor performs regularly in Sydney with the contemporary music ensemble Chronology Arts and
with Pianist Lindsay Gilroy and Violinist Victoria Jacono-Gilmovich as the Strelitzia Piano Trio, which
won the prestigious 2009 Musica Viva Chamber Music Award at the City of Sydney Eisteddfod. In
March 2009 Eleanor was accepted into the Professional Studies Diploma Program at the Mannes
School in New York.

Muhamed Mehmedbasic i Double Bass

Muhamed is currently studying double bass with the ACO’s Maxime Bibeau at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music, having started at age eleven with David Potts. He graduated from Sydney
Boys High School in 2008 and was a featured musician in Encore.
Following this, Muhamed went on to be a finalist in the 2008 Ku-ring-
gai Philharmonic Orchestra NSW Secondary Schools Concerto
Competition, the 2009 Balmain Sinfonia Concerto Competition and the
2009 Sydney Conservatorium of Music Concerto Competition.

In 2009, Muhamed participated in the Australian String Academy

| Summer School, undertaking workshops and masterclasses with Joel
Quarrington. He has also attended masterclasses with Paul Ellison
and Matthew McDonald.

Since 2004, Muhamed has been a member of the Sydney Youth Orchestra, participating in the 2006
tour of Spain and Portugal. In 2008 he was appointed Principal Bass of the Sydney Youth Orchestra.

Also a devoted jazz musician, Muhamed has performed and recorded with a number of groups. In
2007, his sextet won the John Morrison State Band Competition in the jazz ensemble division.
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