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MEDIA RELEASE






Australian Chamber Orchestra to be featured artists in Classical Destinations Series II

4 February 2008

The Australian Chamber Orchestra is pleased to announce they will be the featured artists in 13 episodes of the Classical Destinations TV Series II.

Classical Destinations combines the history and geography of classical music and examines the lives of great European composers. Renowned actor, writer and classical music specialist Simon Callow presents a spectacular continental odyssey.

Classical Destinations Series II will feature the music of Elgar, Respighi, Britten, Holst, Saint-Saëns, Ravel, Rachmaninoff, Wagner, Rossini, Handel, Mokranjac and Bartok – and visit Paris, Budapest, Warsaw, Krakow, Munich, Madrid, Rome, Naples, Belgrade, Moscow, London, Oxford and the Cotswolds.

Series I of Classical Destinations has been seen in more than 30 countries and DVD sales have achieved both Gold and Platinum status in Australia. 

Richard Tognetti, Artistic Director and Lead Violin, and the ACO will record and film a new version of the Classical Destinations theme. The Australian composer and conductor Paul Terracini has re-arranged the theme specifically for Richard and the ACO.

“Classical Destinations II is a welcome opportunity to work with Simon Callow whom I have admired for many years. His insightful wisdom will greatly enhance the program which seeks to show the world’s great composers in their geographical and musical contexts. Together with my fellow musicians of the ACO, I am honoured to be involved,” said Richard Tognetti, ACO Artistic Director and Lead Violin.
“The Australian Chamber Orchestra led by Richard Tognetti is one of the most fearless, brilliant, searching and accomplished orchestral ensembles in the world. Their concerts are emotionally and intellectually profound, and the physical impact of their daredevil playing is without parallel. If anything will keep classical music alive, it is this sort of youthful, daring and inspired playing,” said Simon Callow, presenter and narrator of Classical Destinations.
“Classical Destinations are thrilled and honoured to welcome Richard Tognetti and the Australian Chamber Orchestra to be our featured performance artists for Classical Destinations Series II. We will feature this outstanding Australian ensemble in all 13 episodes of the series both visually and with fresh new recordings of specially selected repertoire recorded in 5.1 Surround Sound and filmed on High Definition.
 
We see Richard and the ACO as one of the finest ensembles ever to come out of Australia with a compelling passion, energy and commitment to classical music and excellence in their artistry.
 
The ACO and Classical Destinations share a common thread to captivate, enlighten and entertain the listener and viewer into the wonderful world of classical music,” said Peter Beveridge, Director/Producer, Classical Destinations.

Classical Destinations Series II will air on SBS television commencing August 2008.
 
For further information, please contact Julia Gross, National Publicist on (02) 8274 3812 or email julia.gross@aco.com.au  
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