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Welcome to today’s concert Between Worlds’presented by ACO Up Close, featuring 
the musicians of the AYO Momentum Ensemble and directed by ACO Principal 
cellist Timo-Veikko ‘Tipi’ Valve.

AYO Momentum Ensemble brings together outstanding orchestral musicians on 
the cusp of their professional careers. Born from a vision to support emerging 
artists beyond traditional training pathways, the innovative program acts as a 
springboard, empowering participants to grow as performers, educators, and 
creative leaders. 

The 16 young Momentum Ensemble artists performing today hail from around 
Australia and represent the finest emerging talent in the country.  Over the course 
of a week-long residency, these musicians have worked intensively with Tipi, gaining 
experience in collaboration, teaching and artistic direction. The result is a dynamic 
ensemble of versatile 21st-century artists, ready to shape the future of music.

As an ensemble, AYO Momentum Ensemble also aims to bring new interpretations 
and unconventional works to audiences, and perform in innovative and intimate 
venues.

The works chosen for this program reflect AYO’s commitment to inspire young 
artists to explore new musical possibilities and craft performances that are truly 
original.

Welcome



Program

Internationally acclaimed cellist Timo-Veikko ‘Tipi’ Valve leads AYO Momentum Ensemble 
in a lush program for cello and string orchestra, masterfully intertwining his Finnish 
heritage with his Australian experiences. 

Inspired by the fractal patterns of crystal formations, Olivia Bettina Davies’ Crystalline 
unfolds with iridescent textures and a fluid, evolving soundscape, capturing the organic 
beauty of crystals through subtle harmonic shifts and delicate timbral variations. 

Tipi’s own arrangement of Schubert’s Arpeggione Sonata allows the cello to sing 
with evocative beauty, bringing out melodies that echo the sensitivity and lyricism of 
Schubert’s lieder. 

Jaakko Kuusisto’s Wiima, with its sweeping gestures and tender moments, evokes 
the nostalgic charm of Sysmä, a town that holds a special place in Tipi’s childhood 
memories. 

The concert culminates in the deeply introspective strains of Sibelius’ Voces intimae, 
renowned for its striking contrasts – from the soulful Adagio to the fleetly ricocheting 
scherzos. The title “Intimate Voices” beautifully captures both the conversational nature 
of the chamber music and the profound inwardness of Sibelius’s reflections. This is 
interspersed with select movements from Sculthorpe’s String Quartet No. 8, which 
introduces a static, ritualistic quality. Together, these works create a captivating tapestry 
of Finnish and Australian musical traditions.

Reverence and the sublime resonate in a program that sweeps from romantic passion 
to modern musical magic, an expansive ode to the breathtaking wonder of human 
expression. Get ready to lose yourself in a concert of unforgettable musical beauty.

Olivia Bettina DAVIES Crystalline 
	
SCHUBERT (arr. Valve) Arpeggione Sonata, D.821 
	
– Interval –

Jaakko KUUSISTO Wiima, Op. 27

SIBELIUS (arr. Valve) Voces intimae, Op.56	

interspersed with selections from:

SCULTHORPE String Quartet No. 8 



Director/Cello 
Timo-Veikko Valve 
 

Violin 1  
Leanne McGowan 
Emily Su 
Beverly Kwan 
Lily Song 
Elliott Plumpton 

Violin 2  
Julia Hill 
Adrian Biemmi  
Sola Hughes 
Nicholas Miceli 
Jessica Li  

Viola  
May Bardsley 
Benjamin Tao 
Sterling Rieck  

Cello  
Daniel Chiou 
Francesca Masel 

Double Bass  
Vanessa Li

AYO Momentum Ensemble



Timo-Veikko Valve, affectionately known by audiences far and wide as “Tipi”, grew up 
in Finland, surrounded by a family who are “musically orientated normal people”. Music 
lessons were a natural part of his upbringing, and at six years old, Tipi was encouraged 
to pick up the cello after a teacher at the local music school declared with considerable 
conviction that “he looks just like a cellist!”. To this day, Tipi remains somewhat puzzled 
about what that statement actually meant. Whatever the subtext, the teacher seems to 
have been correct.

Valve was appointed Principal Cello of the Australian Chamber Orchestra in 2006, and his 
leadership soon became an integral part of the ACO. Recognised for his natural, creative, 
and generous musicianship, Tipi seeks to define the modern-day musician. Prior to his 
Australian adventure, Tipi studied at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki before continuing to 
the Edsberg Music Institute in Stockholm.

Tipi effortlessly transitions between modern and period instruments, and describes the 
cello as a flexible and adaptive partner, both in its role in an ensemble and as a soloist, 
across all forms of music. He reflects this versatility and enjoys a diverse career as a 
musician, curator and director, directing from the cello as he plays and appearing as 
a soloist with many of the major orchestras across his two home countries, Finland, 
and Australia. Tipi is also a sought-after collaborator and frequently appears as a 
chamber musician. His active commitment to the music of our times through curating 
and commissioning has seen him delivering world-premiere performances of multiple 
concertos and other significant works written especially for him. 

Currently, Tipi plays on a Brothers Amati cello from 1616, kindly on loan from the ACO 
Instrument Fund.

Timo-Veikko Valve
Director





Partnerships
The Australian Youth Orchestra gratefully acknowledges the support of all who enable us to 
discover, train and inspire the next generation of Australian musicians. In addition to those listed 
below, we also thank those generous individuals who choose to remain anonymous, and those 
whose donations are below $250. 
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Thank you
The Australian Youth Orchestra gratefully acknowledges the support of all who enable us to 
discover, train and inspire the next generation of Australian musicians. In addition to those listed 
below, we also thank those generous individuals who choose to remain anonymous, and those 
whose donations are below $250.

VISIONARY   
MM Electrical 

IMPRESARIO  
Peggy & Leslie Cranbourne   	        	
  Foundation
Eric & Elizabeth Gross Foundation 
Groeneveld Family Trust 
Simon Johnson & David Nichols 
Roslyn Packer AC 
The Ian Potter Foundation
Patricia H. Reid Endowment Fund
Serpentine Foundation 
Anonymous (1) 

VISIONARY $20,000+ 
Antoinette Albert 
Jessica Block 
Bowness Family Foundation 
Rod Cameron 
Gandel Foundation 
Cass & Ian George 
Dr Leslie & Ginny Green 
Alexa & David Haslingden 
Alex King* & Nelly King 
Ulrike Klein AO 
McCusker Charitable Foundation 
The Robert Salzer Foundation  
Penelope Seidler AM 
Maria Vasas Foundation 
Barbara Ward-Ambler 
Anonymous (1)   

MAESTRO $10,000+   
The Australian Universities &  
   Schools USA Foundation  
Annie Danks Trust 
Philip Bacon AO 
Margaret Billson 
Cybec Foundation  
Daughters of Penelope 
Suellen Enestrom 
Carolyn Fletcher AM 
Linda Fox 
Garran Family Foundation 
Christina Green 
Abigail Jones  
James N. Kirby Foundation  
Justice François Kunc & Felicity 	           	
   Rourke 
Patrick Loftus-Hills & Konnin Tam 
The Hon. Dr Andrew Lu AM & 	     
   Professor Geoffrey Lancaster AO 

Paul Morton* 
Professor Patricia* & Professor 
   Philip* Pollett   
Nara Dennis* and Gary Wain 
Wright Burt Foundation  

LEADER $5,000+  
Sarah Brenan, in memory of  
  John Brenan  
Dr Michael Chisnall  
  & Alexandra Marsden  
Marilyn Darling AC
Rowena Danzinger AM 
Marcus & Jodie Elsum  
Terry & Dianne Finnegan 
John* & Irene Garran  
Helen Gauchat & the  
  late Daniel Gauchat AM  
The Hunt Family Memorial Fund^^
Ian Hutchinson 
Di Jameson OAM  
  & Frank Mercurio  
Vivienne Sharpe  
  & Tim McCormick  
Sirius Foundation  
Gail Spira  
Igor Zambelli OAM  
Anonymous (2) 

ASSOCIATE $3,000+   
Big Sing McLaren Vale  
Day Family Foundation  
Erin Flaherty & David Maloney AM 
Christine Kenworthy  
The Kim Mooney Gift  
Dr John Vallentine 

TUTTI $1,000+ 
A. Horadam Burton Foundation 
William Barnard & Maureen  
   Everson-Barnard 
Dr Lynn Barnett* 
Sally Basser 
The Bigalla Family 
Christine Bishop 
Andrew & Robina Brookes 
Carol & Andrew Crawford 
Nola Daley 
Rob & Jane Diamond 
The Farrands Family 
Paul & Sandra Ferman 
Elisabeth Fidler 
Nancy Fox AM & Bruce Arnold 

Gudrun Genée 
Mary-Jane Gething AO 
Malcolm Gillies AM & David Pear 
Christina Goddard 
Louise Gourlay AM 
Dr Des Griffin AM & Dr Janette Griffin 
Kimbali Harding & Nicholas Sargologo 
Professor Scott Harrison 
Wendy Heiligenberg 
Linda Herd 
Max and Lucia Holzner 
John* & Jenny* How 
Dr David & Sarah Howell 
Peter Ingram 
Peter Kingsbury 
The Koumoukelis Family 
Professor Kwong Lee Dow AO* 
Lawrence Lee* 
Jenny Legoe & The Hon. Christopher 	
   Legoe AO KC 
Siobhan Lenihan 
MEM Loton OAM 
Simon & Leonie Marks 
Dr Dennis Mather & John Studdert 
Julianne Maxwell 
Mike Mulvihill 
NE JE Charitable Gift, Managed by    	
   Equity Trustees 
Dene Olding AM 
Clare Pullar 
Dr Trish Richardson, in memory of    	
   Andrew Lloyd-James 
Ben Rimmer* 
Dr Felicite Ross^ 
Clare Ryan 
Christine Sather 
Lynne Sherwood & the late Tim   	   	
   Sherwood 
Michael Smith 
Kate Stockwin* 
Clare Thompson 
Jane & Paul Tongs 
Turnbull Foundation 
Mary Vallentine AO 
Reto Vogel 
Mark Wakely 
Lloyd Walker 
Cath Ward 
Dr Sven Ole Warnaar 
Dr Penelope Weir 
Kim Williams AM & Catherine Dovey 
Cameron Williams 
Ray Wilson OAM 



   

Esther Wong 
Edward Wrigley 
Anonymous (8)

FRIENDS $500+   
David G Alexander 
Jessica Armstrong* 
Elaine Bailey 
Richard Banks 
Marissa Barter-Waters 
Julie Bielicki 
Kees Boersma* and Kirsty McCahon* 
Lynley Bramble* 
The John & Jennifer Brukner 	      	
   Foundation 
Elise Callander 
The Camberwell Music Society^^ 
Mary Jo & Lloyd Capps 
Marilyn Christiansen 
Professor Jack Clegg & Jennifer  	
   Laird 
Alan & Jillian Cobb 
David* & Jean Conochie 
Emeritus Professor Rosalind 	     	
   Croucher AM FAAL 
Narelle Crux 
John Daley AM* & Rebecca Coates 
Chris Elvin & Nancy Liyou 
Jane Gilmour 
Peter Gray AM^^ 
Scott Hawker 
Bernie Heard & Matthew Costello 
Karl Hombergen 
Merv Keehn & Sue Harlow 
Rod & Elizabeth King 
Andrew Kopittke* 
Judith Lindgren 
Bronwyn Lobb* 
Juliet Lockhart 
Kerrie Ma 
Timothy Matthies 
Kathleen Nelson* 
Gerard Patacca* 
Leon Pitchon 
Rosemary* & Gwenneth* Pryor 
Sandra Robertson 
Dr Damien Thomson* & Dr Glenise 	
   Berry 
Helen Tuckey* 
Ingrid Vogelzang & Malcom Crout 
Michele Walsh* 
Elizabeth Whittle 
Andrew Willink 
Rosemary Curtin* 
Di Yeldham 
Lucy Zheng 
Anonymous (7)  

FRIENDS $250+  
Julie Almond 
Andrew Ang* 

Garry Beauchamp 
Lachlan Bramble* 
Patrick* & Lyn* Brislan 
Benjamin Caulfield* 
Young-Hee Chan 
Arthur & Prue Charles 
Monica Curro* 
Anna Gauchat 
Oliver and Susanne Greeves 
Dr Jane Morlet Hardie* 
Brendan Joyce* 
Warren Lenthall 
Dr Damien Mansfield* 
Rosi McGowran 
Peter Moore* 
The Moran Family 
Monica Naselow* 
Justin O’Day AM* & Sally O’Day 
Amaryll Perlesz 
David Peters 
Jennifer Rowland 
Elissa Seed* 
Dr Barbara Tink* 
Kevin & Elizabeth Walsh 
Natalie Williams 
Anonymous (7)   

THE JOHN BISHOP CIRCLE
Named after the organisation’s 
visionary founder, The John Bishop 
Circle encourages and honours 
those who leave a gift to The 
Australian Youth Orchestra in their 
Will and choose to let us know 
 
Glenys Abrahams* 
Patrick* & Lyn* Brislan 
Alan & Jillian Cobb 
Deborah Evans 
Sheila Fitzpatrick* 
Anna Gauchat 
Faye Goldsmith* 
Virginia Gordon AM
Jan Gracie Mulcahy* & Laurence   	
  Mulcahy Estate 
Dr Jane Morlet Hardie* 
Harold Levien 
Dr Dennis Mather 
Antony Morgan* 
Professor Patricia* & Professor   	     	
  Philip* Pollett 
Professor Jeffrey  
  Rosenfeld AC OBE* 
John Studdert 
Mary Vallentine AO 
Kim van Wessem 
Ray Wilson OAM 
Emeritus Professor Di Yerbury AO 
LEGACY GIFTS   
The Estate of the Late  
  Dr Barry Landa 
The Estate of the Late  

  Kevin William Lanyon 
The Estate of the Late  
  Hon. Jane Mathews AO 
The Estate of the Late Bob Maynard 
The Estate of the Late  
  James Tom Miles McCarthy 
The Estate of the Late  
  Geoffrey Scharer 
The Estate of the Late  
  Leonard Spira OAM*  

ENDOWMENT FUNDS   
Ruth Alexander Fund 
National Music Camp Trust 
Dorothy Fraser Scholarship Fund 
Hunt Family Memorial Fund^^ 
Henry Jacono Memorial Fund 
Ernest V. Llewellyn Memorial Fund 
Vera & Lorand Loblay Scholarship 
Richard Pollett Memorial Award 
Peter Seymour Trust 
Standish Roberts Memorial 
Scholarship 
Monty Wain Award for Lower Strings 
Peter Weiss Scholarship Fund

* AYO Alumni

^ In memory of Deborah Lander

^^ In memory of Kenneth Hunt,  
Tanya Prochazka* (née Hunt) and Marianne Hunt

Acknowledgement current as of 1 November 
2025. AYO makes every effort to ensure our list of 
supporters is accurate. If you notice an error, please 
contact our Development team at development@
ayo.com.au or (03) 8420 5710.

Australian Youth Orchestra,  
ABN 42 004 355 739, is registered under the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission 
Act 2012.  It is a deductible gift recipient under 
Division 30 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
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Your donation empowers talented 
young musicians nationwide, providing 
scholarships, mentorship, and 
performance opportunities. With over 75 
years of dedication, AYO cultivates the 
next generation of world-class musicians.

Your support ensures that every aspiring 
young artist can pursue their passion and 
share their gifts with audiences around 
the world. Join us in enriching lives  
through music. 

To discuss making a donation to the 
AYO, or if you would like to direct your 
support in other ways, please contact 
Bronwyn Lobb, Director of Development, 
at bronwynlobb@ayo.com.au

Donate Today

Help us nurture the future  
of music in Australia!

AYO is a not-for-profit organisation. All donations over  $2 
are tax deductible under Subdivision 30A of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1997. ABN: 42 004 355 739

Support Us





MANAGEMENT
Chief Executive Officer 
Kimbali Harding 
 
Executive Assistant  
Shenei Savage

Artistic Producer  
Tim Matthies

Artistic and Development 
Coordinator
Vita Daley
			    
Director of Development
Bronwyn Lobb	

Philanthropy Manager 
Billy Tanner	  
				     
Director of Programs  
Warren Lenthall

Manager Program  
Operations
Emma Wigley

Senior Coordinator 
Program Operations  
Peyton Hawkins			 
 
Operations and Music 
Coordinator  
Oliver Muller 
		

MUSIC IN ME

Director of Music in Me
Bernie Heard

National Coordinator
Misa Yamamoto

National Education Advisor
Louise Barkl

Senior Financial Accountant  
& Office Manager 
Rossy Yang		   
 
Finance Assistant 
Yoko Miki-Feeney
 
Database and Systems 
Manager  
Heather Carr 

Director of Engagement  
Johanna Mulholland	  
 
Marketing and 
Communications Manager  
Geraldine Cardozo	

Content Coordinator
Marlena Holdernesse

Marketing Coordinator 
Analise Greenhalgh

Communications  
Coordinator
Lola Schuele
	  

YOUTH COUNCIL

Co-Chairs 
Madeleine Hammond
Noah Lawrence

Board & Staff
Australian Youth Orchestra

FOUNDERS   
Professor John Bishop OBE 
Ruth D. Alexander  

PATRON  
Emeritus Professor  
Di Yerbury AO 

FOUNDATION MEMBER  
Ron Maslyn Williams 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Prof. Scott Harrison Chair  
Linda Fox Treasurer 
Sally Basser Deputy Chair 
Alison Beare 
Jessica Block 
Lachlan Bramble 
Karina Filipi 
Carolyn Fletcher AM 
Simon Johnson 
The Hon. Dr Andrew Lu AM 
Jacqueline Park 
Sandra Robertson 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
Leonard Amadio AO 
Patrick Brislan 
Colin Cornish AM 
Ben Rimmer 
Mary Vallentine AO 

ARTISTIC ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
Lachlan Bramble Chair 
Monica Curro  
Karina Filipi 
Shefali Pryor 
Aaron Wyatt
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Visit ayo.com.au for information on auditions  
and upcoming concerts in 2026 

Follow us on Facebook 
facebook.com/australianyouthorchestra

Follow us on Instagram 
@australianyouthorchestra

Follow us on LinkedIn 
linkedin.com/school/australianyouthorchestra

Subscribe to our eNews 
ayo.com.au


