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MANAGING DIRECTOR 
WELCOME
Welcome to ACO Transfigured.

In a hypothetical conversation late last year, should someone have 
described a global pandemic and the accompanying conditions and 
restrictions with which we have been living since March, I sense it would 
have been seen as grossly improbable and immediately dismissed.

And yet, here we are.

Thank you for joining us as we return to City Recital Hall in the first 
series of concerts since our regular subscription series was brought to 
an abrupt halt. As you will be able to tell from our musicians’ faces, we 
could not be happier to once again share live music with you.

In this COVID-friendly one-hour concert format, we re-open our 
season with the wonderful William Barton’s Didge Fusion, followed 
by Mendelssohn’s beloved String Quartet in D major, Op.44 No.1 and 
Schoenberg’s majestic Verklärte Nacht (‘Transfigured Night’). 

Observing all of the recommended safety protocols, this series of concerts 
heralds our regular return to the concert hall, and I remain optimistic that we 
will perform our final subscription program, Beethoven 250, in November.

On behalf of Richard Tognetti and everyone at the ACO, I warmly thank those who 
have donated so generously during this extraordinarily difficult time. Additionally, 
measures put in place by the Federal Government have been essential in retaining our 
workforce on much reduced hours through the JobKeeper program. We would not be 
making our return to the stage tonight with such confidence without all of this support.

Our hearts go out to our audiences and the wider community during these difficult 
times, especially to our friends and supporters in Victoria. This concert will be 
broadcast especially for them with our partners ABC Classic, 10 September at 5pm.

I trust that you will enjoy this evening’s performance, and that it reminds us all of 
the intrinsic value of live performance. For me, no matter how many times I have 
experienced the Orchestra, the world always feels as if something material has changed 
after the final bows – and now after many months away, this is especially so.

I hope that you enjoy these unique, socially distanced performances. I dearly hope 
that you don’t have as much elbow room in your seat as you do at present, forever.
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WILLIAM BARTON Didge Fusion 5

MENDELSSOHN (arr. Tognetti) String Quartet in D major, Op.44, No.1 30

SCHOENBERG Verklärte Nacht, Op.4 30

Richard Tognetti Director
William Barton Voice, Didgeridoo and Guitar
Australian Chamber Orchestra

ACO concerts are regularly broadcast on ABC Classic.

ACO Transfigured will be recorded from City Recital Hall on 9 September 
for broadcast by ABC Classic on 10 September at 5pm

PROGRAM
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William Barton 
(1981–)

Didge Fusion

I wrote the melody of Kalkadunga when I was 15 and it’s 
a song that has travelled with me ever since, transforming 
and evolving into Didge Fusion through diverse musical 
influences and the endless sonic capabilities of the 
didgeridoo. When I perform it, whether in Australia or around 
the world, I think of my home country, my colleagues on 
stage and how I can make the world a better place for 
those experiencing this music with me. I’m calling out to 
my people and my loved ones.  

Didge Fusion creates a space where artists and audience 
can meet on common ground. There are no boundaries 
and the stage becomes a canvas for musical exploration, 
storytelling, cultural identity, legacy and language. I sing in 
my own Kalkatungu tongue of the Kalkadungu nation, in 
the Mount Isa region of far north-west Queensland.

I wrote Didge Fusion as a tribute to the passing of culture 
from one generation to the next. Growing up in Mount 
Isa, this gift was given to me around campfires at night, 
where we would watch, listen and learn from our Elders, 
becoming custodians and carers of knowledge. Through 
this song, I share this knowledge with my ACO colleagues 
on stage.

So let us reignite the lullaby that our mothers and fathers 
once sang and come together to connect with each other, 
ourselves and our identity.

William Barton

PROGRAM  
IN SHORT
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Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809–1847)

String Quartet in D major, Op.44, No.1 
Arranged by Richard Tognetti

By the year 1837, Mendelssohn was at the peak of his 
adult career – so much more than the brilliant child prodigy 
who had composed the miraculous String Octet and 
Overture to A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Mendelssohn’s 
reputation as one of Europe’s leading composers was 
firmly cemented with the premiere of his oratorio St Paul, 
and he had recently taken up the post of conductor with 
the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra. His professional 
success in 1937 was matched wth great joy in his personal 
life: he had recently married Cécile Jeanrenaud and was 
expecting the birth of their first son.

The influence of these happy events is unmistakable in the 
first of Mendelssohn’s three Op.44 string quartets, resulting 
in a work of captivating exuberance and poignancy. Indeed, 
the first and last movements fiz with excitement and 
dazzling displays from the first violin. The second and third 
movements – one a lilting minuet, the other an intimate 
“song without words” – put Mendelssohn’s special gift for 
melody on show for all to hear.

One early music critic complained movements from the 
quartet were “too orchestral”. Richard Tognetti’s treatment 
for string orchestra takes full advantage.
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Arnold Schoenberg 
(1874-1951)

Verklärte Nacht, Op.4

A man and woman walk through a dark forest on a moonlit 
night. The woman shares a dark secret: she is carrying 
the child of another man, a stranger. So begins Richard 
Dehmel’s poem, Verklärte Nacht (Transfigured Night), set 
to music by Arnold Schoenberg in 1899. Schoenberg, over 
the course of 30 minutes of exquisitely written music, paints 
the scene vividly: the darkness of the night, the sadness of 
the woman’s confession, the guilt and judgement that she 
fears will destroy her.

The response to her confession is not one of judgement, 
but love. Through the warmth the man and woman have for 
one another, and the bright splendour of the starry night, 
the stranger’s child is magically transfigured to become 
their own. At this pivotal moment, Schoenberg turns the 
music and its harmonic basis on its head. The couple 
embrace in the night air, and they walk together through 
the high, bright night.

Originally composed for string sextet, Schoenberg 
arranged the work for string orchestra in 1917. It is this 
version that has become Schoenberg’s most popular and 
most performed work.

Program notes by Bernard Rofe, 2020
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Please note that the instrument and Chair listings are as at September 2020.

 MUSICIANS
The musicians on stage 
for this performance.

Helena Rathbone
Principal Violin

Helena plays a 1759 
Giovanni Battista 
Guadagnini violin 
kindly on loan from 
the Commonwealth 
Bank Group. Her 
Chair is sponsored 
by Rod Cameron and 
Margaret Gibbs

William Barton
Voice, Didgeridoo 
and Guitar

Aiko Goto
Violin

Aiko plays her own French 
violin by Jean-Baptiste 
Vuillaume. Her Chair is 
sponsored by Anthony & 
Sharon Lee Foundation.

Satu Vänskä 
Principal Violin

Satu plays the 1726 
‘Belgiorno’ Stradivarius 
violin kindly on loan 
from Guido Belgiorno-
Nettis AM & Michelle 
Belgiorno-Nettis. Her 
Chair is sponsored by 
David Thomas am.

Richard Tognetti  
Director and Violin

Richard plays the 1743 
‘Carrodus’ Giuseppe 
Guarneri del Gesù violin 
kindly on loan from an 
anonymous Australian 
private benefactor. His 
Chair is sponsored by 
Wendy Edwards, Peter 
& Ruth McMullin, Louise 
Myer & Martyn Myer ao, 
Andrew & Andrea Roberts. 
Richard is dressed by 
Ermenegildo Zegna.

Mark Ingwersen
Violin

Mark plays a 
contemporary violin made 
by the American violin 
maker David Gusset 
in 1989. His Chair is 
sponsored by Prof Judyth 
Sachs & Julie Steiner. 

Liisa Pallandi 
Violin

Liisa currently plays 
Helena Rathbone’s 
violin which is a c.1760 
Giovanni Battista Gabrielli. 
Her Chair is sponsored by 
The Melbourne Medical 
Syndicate.

Ilya Isakovich
Violin

Ilya plays his own 1600 
Marcin Groblicz violin 
made in Poland. His 
Chair is sponsored 
by Meg Meldrum. 

8

AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

W
IL

LI
A

M
 B

A
R

TO
N

 P
H

O
TO

 B
Y 

K
EI

TH
 S

AU
N

D
ER

S



MUSICIANS

Maja Savnik 
Violin

Maja plays the 1714 
‘ex-Isolde Menges’ 
Giuseppe Guarneri filius 
Andreæ violin kindly 
on loan from the ACO 
Instrument Fund. Her 
Chair is sponsored 
by Alenka Tindale.

Ike See
Violin

Ike plays a 1590 Brothers 
Amati violin kindly on loan 
from the ACO Instrument 
Fund. His Chair is 
sponsored by Di Jameson.

Stefanie Farrands
Principal Viola

Stefanie plays a 2016 
viola made by Ragnar 
Hayn in Berlin. Her 
Chair is sponsored by 
peckvonhartel architects.

Melissa Barnard 
Cello

Melissa plays a cello by 
Jean-Baptiste Vuillaume 
made in 1846. Her Chair 
is sponsored by Dr & Mrs 
J Wenderoth. 

Maxime Bibeau 
Principal Bass

Max plays a late-16th-
century Gasparo da 
Salò bass kindly on loan 
from a private Australian 
benefactor. His Chair 
is sponsored by Darin 
Cooper Foundation.

Violin 

Véronique Serret

Viola

Nathan Greentree

Nicole Divall 
Viola

Nikki plays a 2012 
Bronek Cison viola. Her 
Chair is sponsored 
by Ian Lansdown.

Elizabeth 
Woolnough 
Viola

Elizabeth plays her own 
1968 Parisian viola by 
Pierre M. Audinot. Her 
Chair is sponsored 
by Philip Bacon AM.

Timo-Veikko 
Valve
Principal Cello

Tipi plays a 1616 Brothers 
Amati cello kindly on 
loan from the ACO 
Instrument Fund. His 
Chair is sponsored by 
The late Peter Weiss ao.

Julian Thompson
Cello

Julian plays a 1729 
Giuseppe Guarneri 
filius Andreæ cello 
with elements of the 
instrument crafted by his 
son, Giuseppe Guarneri 
del Gesú, kindly donated 
to the ACO by the late 
Peter Weiss ao. His Chair 
is sponsored by The 
Grist & Stewart Families.

9

AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA



William Barton is widely recognised as one of Australia’s 
leading didgeridoo players and composers. His passion is 
to create a journey for people through music, and present 
to them a diversity of musical styles using the didgeridoo.

William performs as a solo artist and collaboratively: 
with orchestras, ensembles and traditional dance groups, 
and with rock, jazz and fusion bands. He has recorded 
five albums and contributed to many more recordings 
with notable Australian and international artists. The 
list of important Australian and international events 
at which William has performed is extensive, including 
the Bob Hawke State Memorial Service, the 2019 
Commonwealth Day Service at Westminster Abbey in 
the presence of the Royal Family, International Jazz Day 
2019 with Herbie Hancock and James Morrison, and the 
90th and 100th anniversary services at ANZAC Cove.

William works closely with classical music and 
composers to develop and sustain music for the 
didgeridoo. He has composed works for didgeridoo with 
orchestra, string quartet, jazz and rock band, as well 
as collaborative contributions with many of Australia’s 
leading composers. Major commissions include works 
for the Berlin Philharmonic and Sydney Symphony 
Orchestras, as well as for contemporary dance companies 
such as Leigh Warren and Dancers, with whom the 
work Breathe was premiered at WOMADelaide and 
the Edinburgh International Festival in 2012. In 2008, 
William was commissioned as one of three composers 
for the Australian segment of the Beijing Olympics 
Opening Ceremony, broadcast to a worldwide audience.

Utilising his cultural heritage to present his didgeridoo 
fusion as a storyteller, William engages audiences in 
the uniqueness of Australia and its Aboriginal heritage, 
and challenges perspectives of the didgeridoo as an 
instrument. He is currently developing a new musical 
language, epitomised in Heartland, in partnership with 
Aunty Delmae Barton and violinist Véronique Serret.

“He’s one of the 
great virtuosos. 
It’s a sound I had 
heard before, but 
never with that 
sort of technique. 
The possibilities 
are extraordinary. 
This is a great 
man. He radiates.”

– Sir Simon Rattle

WILLIAM BARTON
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“The Australian Chamber 
Orchestra is uniformly high-octane, 
arresting and never ordinary.”
 – The Australian

The Australian Chamber Orchestra lives and breathes 
music, making waves around the world for its explosive 
performances and brave interpretations. Steeped in 
history but always looking to the future, ACO programs 
embrace celebrated classics alongside new commissions, 
and adventurous cross-artform collaborations. Led by 
Artistic Director Richard Tognetti since 1990, the ACO 
performs more than 100 concerts each year. Whether 
performing in Manhattan, New York, or Wollongong, 
NSW, the ACO is unwavering in its commitment to 
creating transformative musical experiences. The Orchestra 
regularly collaborates with artists and musicians who 
share its ideology, from instrumentalists, to vocalists, to 
cabaret performers, to visual artists and film makers. In 
addition to its national and international touring schedule, 
the Orchestra has an active recording program across CD, 
vinyl and digital formats. Recent releases include Water 
| Night Music, the first Australian-produced classical 
vinyl for two decades, Beethoven, a collection of the ACO’s 
legendary Beethoven recordings, and the soundtrack 
to the acclaimed cinematic collaboration, Mountain.

 
aco.com.au

THE ACO
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Board
Guido Belgiorno-Nettis am
Chairman

Liz Lewin
Deputy

Bill Best
Judy Crawford
Erin Flaherty
John Kench
Anthony Lee
Martyn Myer ao
Heather Ridout ao 
Peter Shorthouse
Julie Steiner
John Taberner
Simon Yeo

Artistic Director
Richard Tognetti ao

Administrative Staff 
Executive Office
Richard Evans
Managing Director

Alexandra Cameron-Fraser
Chief Operating Officer

Zac Chodos
Executive Assistant

Claire Diment
Human Resources Manager

Artistic Operations
Luke Shaw
Director of Artistic Operations

Lisa Mullineux
Tour Manager

Tom Farmer
Assistant Tour Manager

Bernard Rofe
Librarian

Robin Hall 
Archival Administrator

Learning & Engagement
Tara Smith
Strategic Advisor & Creative Producer

Meg Collis
Learning & Engagement Administrator

Finance
Fiona McLeod
Chief Financial Officer

Yvonne Morton
Financial Accountant & Analyst

Dinuja Kalpani
Transactional Accountant

Bonnie Ikeda
Finance Manager

Market Development
Antonia Farrugia 
Director of Market Development

Caitlin Benetatos 
Communications Manager

Claire Joachim 
Digital Marketing Manager

Colin Taylor 
Customer Experience & Insights Manager

Cameron Emerson-Elliott
Lead Creative

Mel Piu 
Ticketing Sales Representative

 
Adam Zammit  
Director of Partnerships

 

Philanthropy
Jill Colvin
Director of Philanthropy

Lillian Armitage 
Capital Campaign & Bequests Manager

Tom Tansey 
Events & Special Projects Manager

Katie Henebery
Philanthropy Manager

Yeehwan Yeoh 
Investor Relations Manager

Julia Donnelly
Philanthropy & Database Administrator

Persephone Hitzke-Dean
Events Coordinator

Australian Chamber Orchestra

ABN 45 001 335 182
Australian Chamber Orchestra
Pty Ltd is a not-for-profit company
registered in NSW.

In Person
Opera Quays, 2 East Circular Quay,
Sydney NSW 2000

By Mail
PO Box R21, Royal Exchange
NSW 1225 Australia

Telephone
(02) 8274 3800
Box Office 1800 444 444

Email
aco@aco.com.au

Web
aco.com.au

BEHIND THE SCENES
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Fine Arts  
and MusicHOME OF THE VCA & CONSERVATORIUM

THE 
BRAVERY 
TO BE 
YOU

Learn to think, feel and create 
in a way only you can.

Based in the heart of Melbourne’s Arts 
Precinct, the Melbourne Conservatorium 
of Music is dedicated to composition, 
early music, ethnomusicology, interactive 
composition, jazz and improvisation, 
music performance, music psychology, 
music therapy, musicology and music 
performance teaching.



ACO Medici Program

MEDICI PATRON
The late Amina Belgiorno-Nettis

PRINCIPAL CHAIRS
Richard Tognetti ao 
Artistic Director & Lead Violin
Wendy Edwards
Peter & Ruth McMullin
Louise Myer & Martyn Myer ao
Andrew & Andrea Roberts

Helena Rathbone 
Principal Violin
Rod Cameron and Margaret Gibbs

Satu Vänskä 
Principal Violin
David Thomas am

Stefanie Farrands
Principal Viola
peckvonhartel architects –  
Robert Peck am  
Yvonne von Hartel am  
Rachel Peck & Marten Peck

Timo-Veikko Valve 
Principal Cello
The late Peter Weiss ao

Maxime Bibeau 
Principal Double Bass
Darin Cooper Foundation

CORE CHAIRS

Violin

Ripieno Chair
Terry Campbell ao & Christine Campbell

Aiko Goto
Anthony & Sharon Lee Foundation

Mark Ingwersen
Prof Judyth Sachs & Julie Steiner

Ilya Isakovich
Meg Meldrum

Liisa Pallandi
The Melbourne Medical Syndicate

Maja Savnik
Alenka Tindale

Ike See
Di Jameson

Viola 

Nicole Divall
Ian Lansdown

Elizabeth Woolnough
Philip Bacon am

Cello

Melissa Barnard
Dr & Mrs J Wenderoth

Julian Thompson
The Grist & Stewart Families

GUEST CHAIRS
Brian Nixon
Principal Timpani
Mr Robert Albert ao & Mrs Libby Albert

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The ACO thanks the following people 
for supporting the Orchestra. 
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ACO Life Patrons
IBM 
Mr Robert Albert ao & Mrs Libby Albert 
Mr Guido Belgiorno-Nettis am 
Mrs Barbara Blackman ao 
Mrs Roxane Clayton 
Mr David Constable am 
Mr Martin Dickson am &  
 Mrs Susie Dickson 
Mrs Alexandra Martin 
Mrs Faye Parker 
Mr John Taberner & Mr Grant Lang 
The late Mr Peter Weiss ao

ACO Bequest Patrons
We would like to thank the following 
people who have remembered the 
Orchestra in their wills. Please consider 
supporting the future of the ACO by 
leaving a gift. For more information 
on making a bequest, or to join our 
Continuo Circle by notifying the ACO that 
you have left a bequest, please contact 
Lillian Armitage, Capital Campaign & 
Bequests Manager, on (02) 8274 3827.

CONTINUO CIRCLE 
Keith J Baker
Steven Bardy 
Greg Bates
Ruth Bell 
Dave Beswick 
Dr Catherine Brown-Watt psm 
 & Mr Derek Watt
Jen Butler 
Sandra Cassell 
Rowena Danziger am &  
 Kenneth Coles am
Sandra Dent
Dr William F Downey 
Peter Evans 
Carol Farlow 
Suzanne Gleeson 
Stan Harvey 
David & Sue Hobbs 
Arthur Hollis & Patricia Hollis 
Penelope Hughes 
Toni Kilsby & Mark McDonald 
Mrs Judy Lee 
Daniel Lemesle 
John Mitchell 
Selwyn M Owen 
Michael Ryan & Wendy Mead
Max & Nizza Siano 
Michael Soo 
Cheri Stevenson 
Jeanne-Claude Strong 
Leslie C Thiess 
Dr Lesley Treleaven 
Ngaire Turner 
G C & R Weir
Margaret & Ron Wright 
Peter Yates am 
Mark Young 
Anonymous (31)

ESTATE GIFTS
The late Charles Ross Adamson 
The late Kerstin Lillemor Anderson 
The late Mrs Sibilla Baer 
The late Prof Janet Carr 
The late Mrs Moya Crane 
The late Gaynor Dean 
The late Colin Enderby 
The late Neil Patrick Gillies
The late Lachie Hill 
The late John Nigel Holman 
The late Dr S W Jeffrey am 
The late Pauline Marie Johnston 
The late Mr Geoff Lee am oam 
The late Shirley Miller 
The late Julie Moses 
The late Geraldine Nicoll 
The late Eva Nissen 
The late Josephine Paech
The late Richard Ponder 
The late Geoffrey Francis Scharer 
The late Scott Spencer 
The late Ernest Spinner 
The late Genelle Thomson

ACO Special Initiatives
The ACO thanks Dame Margaret 
Scott ac dbe for establishing the 
Dame Margaret Scott ac dbe Fund for 
International Guests and Composition

ACO 30th Anniversary Circle
Premium Members
Lyn Baker & John Bevan
Beverley & John Burke
Angela & John Compton
Paul Cummins
Max & Sandra Eady
Vanessa & Christian Holle
Michael Horsburgh am  
 & Beverley Horsburgh
Carrie Howard
Kate Longden
Maruschka Loupis
Anthony & Cathy Malouf
James Marshall
Beverley & Ian Pryer
Charlotte & Michael Robins
Mandy Shaul
Ann & Quinn Sloan
Nigel Stoke
Anonymous (5)

Members
Dr Peter Craswell
Julie Powell
Diane Sandrejko
Caroline Storch
Spencer White Family  
 Studio Wooloomooloo
Anonymous

Chairman’s Council
The Chairman’s Council is a limited 
membership association which 
supports the ACO’s international 
touring program and enjoys private 
events in the company of Richard 
Tognetti and the Orchestra. For 
more information please call 
Tom Tansey, Events & Special Projects 
Manager, on (02) 8274 3828.

Guido Belgiorno-Nettis am
Chairman, ACO

David Baffsky ao

Brad Banducci & Anna Dudek

Chris & Katrina Barter

Marc Besen ac & Eva Besen ao

Michel-Henri Carriol & Julie Carriol oam

Craig & Nerida Caesar

Michael & Helen Carapiet

John Casella
Managing Director, Casella Family Brands  
(Peter Lehmann Wines)

Michael Chaney ao
Chairman, Wesfarmers

Hartley & Sharon Cook

Mark Coppleson

Judy Crawford

Judith Crompton
Chief Executive Officer - Asia Pacific  
Cover-More Group

Rowena Danziger am &  
 Kenneth G. Coles am

Karine Delvallée
Chief Executive Officer  
Australia & New Zealand 
BNP Paribas

Martin Earp

Doug Elix ao & Robin Elix

Daniel Gauchat
Principal, The Adelante Group

John Grill ao & Rosie Williams

Debra Hazelton & Lindsay Anderson

Janet Holmes à Court ac

Simon & Katrina Holmes à Court

Andrew Low

David Mathlin

Julianne Maxwell

Michael Maxwell

Sam Meers ao

Farrel Meltzer
Group Managing Director  
Wingate

Naomi Milgrom ao

Jan Minchin
Director, Tolarno Galleries

Jim & Averill Minto

Alf Moufarrige ao
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Chief Executive Officer, Servcorp

Martyn Myer ao

Gretel Packer

Robert Peck am & 
 Yvonne von Hartel am
peckvonhartel architects

Andrew Price
Managing Partner, Sydney  
EY

Laurent-Emmanuel Saffré
Head of Oceania,  
Pierre Fabre Group

Carol Schwartz am

Glen Sealey
Chief Operating Officer  
Maserati Australasia & South Africa

Tony Shepherd ao

Peter Shorthouse
Senior Partner  
Crestone Wealth Management

The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull &  
 Lucy Turnbull ao

Vanessa Wallace & Alan Liddle

Rob & Jane Woods 

Hiromasa Yamamoto
Managing Director & CEO 
Mitsubishi Australia Ltd

Peter Yates am
Deputy Chairman  
Myer Family Investments Ltd &  
Director AIA Ltd

Peter Young am & Susan Young

ACO Next
This philanthropic program for 
young supporters engages with 
Australia’s next generation of great 
musicians while offering unique 
musical and networking experiences. 
For more information please call 
Katie Henebery, Philanthropy 
Manager, on (02) 8274 3803.

Adrian Barrett
Stephen Byrne
Justine Clarke
Sally Crawford
Este Darin-Cooper & Chris Burgess
Shevi de Soysa
Amy Denmeade
Jenni Deslandes & Hugh Morrow
Dr Anita George
Ruth Kelly
Evan Lawson
Royston Lim
Dr Nathan Lo
Pennie Loane
Millie Maxwell
Paddy McCrudden
Pat Miller
Bede Moore
Lucy Myer & Justin Martin
Nicole Pedler & Henry Durack
Rob Clark & Daniel Richardson
Xavier Rizos
Marianna Schneider
Andrew & Louise Sharpe
Emile & Caroline Sherman
Prudence Smith & Lucy Smith-Stevens
Nicholas Smith
Tom Smyth
Michael Southwell
Helen Telfer
Sophie Thomas
Max Tobin
Nina Walton & Zeb Rice
Anonymous (3)

National Patrons’ Program
Thank you to all the generous donors 
who contribute to our Learning & 
Engagement, Excellence, Instruments, 
International and Regional Touring 
and Commissioning programs. 
We are extremely grateful for the 
support we receive to maintain 
these annual programs. 

To discuss making a donation to 
the ACO, or if you would like to 
direct your support in other ways, 
please contact Jill Colvin, Director of 
Philanthropy, on (02) 8274 3835.

Program names as at 1 September 2020

PATRONS
Mark Besen ac & Eva Besen ao
Janet Holmes à Court ac

$20,000+
Australian Communities Foundation – 
 Ballandry (Peter Griffin Family Fund)
Stephen and Jenny Charles
Andrew and Jane Clifford
Judy Crawford
Daniel and Helen Gauchat
The Charles & Cornelia  
 Goode Foundation
Professor Doug Jones ao &  
 Professor Janet Walker
Phillip & Sairung Jones
Andrew Low
Alasdair & Prudence MacLeod
Anthony & Suzanne Maple-Brown
Patricia Mason & Paul Walker
Peter & Ruth McMullin
Jim & Averill Minto
Louise & Martyn Myer Foundation
Patricia H Reid Endowment Pty Ltd
Rosy Seaton & Seumas Dawes
Servcorp
Tony Shepherd ao
Lang Walker ao & Sue Walker 
Libby & Nick Wright
E Xipell
Peter Yates am & Susan Yates
Peter Young am & Susan Young
Anonymous (2)
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$10,000–$19,999 
Michael Ahrens
Robert Albert ao & Libby Albert
Geoff Alder
Karen Allen & Dr Rich Allen
Joanna Baevski 
Walter Barda & Thomas O’Neill
Steven Bardy & Andrew Patterson
Michelle Belgiorno-Nettis
Rosemary Block
Eva and Tom Breuer Foundation
Rod Cameron & Margaret Gibbs
In memory of Wilma Collie
Michael & Barbara Coombes
Mark Coppleson
Dr Ian Frazer ac  
 & Mrs Caroline Frazer
John Griffiths & Beth Jackson
Liz Harbison
GB & MK Ilett
I Kallinikos
Miss Nancy Kimpton
Wayne Kratzmann
Irina Kuzminsky & Mark Delaney
Kerry Landman
Anthony & Sharon Lee Foundation
Liz & Walter Lewin
David & Sandy Libling
Lorraine Logan
Janet Matton am & Robin Rowe
Jennie & Ivor Orchard
Sandra Plowman
Susan & Garry Rothwell
Margie Seale & David Hardy
Peter & Victoria Shorthouse
J Skinner
Jon & Caro Stewart
Anthony Strachan
Turnbull Foundation
Allan Vidor am
Shemara Wikramanayake  
 & Ed Gilmartin
Ian Wilcox & Mary Kostakidis
Cameron Williams
Anonymous (4)

$5,000–$9,999 
Jennifer Aaron
Antoinette Albert
Warwick Anderson
Lyn Baker & John Bevan
Chris & Katrina Barter
Berg Family Foundation
Helen Breekveldt
Neil & Jane Burley
Stephen Byrne
Craig & Nerida Caesar
Caroline & Robert Clemente
Richard Cobden sc
Deeta Colvin
Annie Corlett am & Bruce Corlett am
Glenn & Caroline Crane
Carol & Andrew Crawford
Andrew & Christobel Cuthbertson
Rowena Danziger am  
 & Ken Coles am

Darin Cooper Foundation
Amy Denmeade
Detached Hobart
Eureka Benevolent Foundation – 
 Belinda Hutchinson am  
 & Roger Massy-Green
Suellen Enestrom
Paul R Espie ao
The Finkel Foundation
Deborah & David Friedlander
Cass George
Colin Golvan am qc  
 & Dr Deborah Golvan
Tom & Julie Goudkamp
Bridget Grant Pirrie &  
 Stephen Grant
Anthony & Connie Harris
Annie Hawker
Linda Herd
The Herschell Family
Doug Hooley
Ray & Rachel Itaoui
Mark Johnson
Ian Kavanagh & Clive Magowan
John & Lisa Kench
The Key Foundation
Airdrie Lloyd
Macquarie Group Foundation
The Alexandra & Lloyd Martin  
 Family Foundation
Prof. Duncan Maskell  
 & Dr Sarah Maskell
Robin McGuinness
Jessica Miller
The Myer Family Foundation
In memory of Stephanie Quinlan
Bruce & Joy Reid Trust
John Rickard
Greg Shalit & Miriam Faine
Vivienne Sharp
John C Sheahan
Petrina Slaytor
Brian & Chre Smith
Jeanne-Claude Strong
Marie-Louise Thiele
Simon & Amanda Whiston
Rob & Jane Woods
Carla Zampatti ac
Anonymous (7)

$2,500–$4,999 
Annette Adair
Peter & Cathy Aird
Mishall & Michelle Baillieu
Doug & Alison Battersby
Robin Beech
The Beeren Foundation
Fiona Beevor
Tim & Stacey Bishop
Brian Bothwell
Vicki Brooke
Beverley & John Burke
Gerard Byrne & Donna O’Sullivan
Alex & Elizabeth Chernov
Leith & Darrel Conybeare
Laurie Cox ao & Julie Ann Cox am
Ann Crook

Jim & Sue Dominguez
Anne & Thomas Dowling
Jennifer Dowling
Penelope & Susan Field
Dr Joanna Flynn am
Anne & Justin Gardener
Bunny Gardiner-Hill
M Generowicz
Anita George
Gilbert George
Kay Giorgetta
Warren Green
Paul Greenfield & Kerin Brown
Alexa & David Haslingden
Peter & Helen Hearl
Jennifer Hershon
Dale & Greg Higham
Peter & Edwina Holbeach
Dr Christopher Holmes
Carrie Howard
Professor Anne Kelso ao
Julia MacGibbon
David Mathlin
Julianne Maxwell
Kevin & Deidre McCann
Paddy McCrudden
In memory of Helen McFadyen
Marie Morton
Sarah & Baillieu Myer
Nola Nettheim
Robyn Owens
Catherine Parr & Paul Hattaway
Sandra & Michael Paul Endowment
Prof David Penington ac
Ralph & Ruth Renard
Tiffany Rensen
Lesley Rosenberg
Fe Ross
Irene Ryan & Dean Letcher qc
Tom Smyth
Maria Sola
Mrs Diana &  
 Dr Peter Southwell-Keely
Peter & Elizabeth St George
Harley Wrigth & Alida Stanley
Dr Charles Su & Dr Emily Lo
Helen Telfer
Christine Thomson
Kay Vernon
Ian Wallace Family Bequest
Ralph Ward-Ambler am  
 & Barbara Ward-Ambler
Peter & Electra Wiggs
Rebecca Zoppetti Laubi
Anonymous (7)

$1,000–$2,499 
Priscilla Adey
Dr Judy Alford
Jane Allen
Rae & David Allen
Steve & Sophie Allen
Gillian Appleton
John Augustus & Kim Ryrie
Adrienne Basser
Ruth Bell
Philomena Billington
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Jane Bitcon & Geoff McClellan  
 at the APS Foundation
Jessica Block
Stephen Booth
Youle Bottomley
Simon Bowering
Meg Breidahl
Max & Ionie Brennan
Dr Catherine Brown-Watt psm  
 & Mr Derek Watt
Elizabeth Brown
Sally Bufé
Catherin Bull
Henry & Jenny Burger
Pat Burke
Glen & Cathy Butler
L Byleveld
Pamela Caldwell
Andrew Cameron am &  
 Catherine Cameron
Dr Margaret Cameron
Ray Carless & Jill Keyte
Michael & Kate Chambers
Christopher & Rieteke Chenoweth
Roxane Clayton
Kaye Cleary
Dr Peter Clifton
Angela & John Compton
Mrs Janet Cooke
Richard & Jade Coppleson
Colin Cornish
Cowell Family
Julie Crozier
Paul Cummins & Kevin Gummer
Peter & Penny Curry
Marie Dalziel
Michael & Wendy Davis
Joanna De Burgh
Caroline de Costa
Dr Michelle Deaker
Martin Dolan
Dr William F Downey
Pamela Duncan
Emeritus Professor Dexter Dunphy
Adam Elder
Chris & Bob Ernst
Peter Evans
Julie Ewington
Jean Finnegan & Peter Kerr
John Firth
Andrew Forrest ao  
 & Nicola Forrest ao
Don & Marie Forrest
Wendy Fraser
Helen Garner
Camilla Graves
Leslie & Ginny Green
Emeritus Professor William  
 & Mrs Ruth Green
Grussgott Trust
Jennifer Gross
In memory of Jose Gutierrez
Brian & Romola Haggerty
Peter Halas
Lesley Harland
Paul & Gail Harris

Yvonne Harvey
Di Haskell & Ken Robinson
Kingsley Herbert
Dr Penny Herbert in memory  
 of Dunstan Herbert
Sue & David Hobbs
Vanessa & Christian Holle
Michael Horsburgh am  
 & Beverley Horsburgh
Brian & Gillian Horwood
Brian Howe
Merilyn & David Howorth
Sarah Hue-Williams
Professor Emeritus Andrea Hull ao
Dr & Mrs Michael Hunter
Stephanie & Mike Hutchinson
Ian Wallace Family Bequest  
 at the APS Foundation
Geoff & Denise Illing
Duncan Ivison
C Jackson & L Reid
Owen James
Donald & Sylvia Johnson
Anthony Jones & Julian Liga
Bronwen L Jones
Caroline Jones
Justin Foundation
Angela Karpin
Kate & Ken
Bruce & Natalie Kellett
Will & Karin Kemp
Josephine Key & Ian Breden
Lionel & Judy King
In memory of Francis William King
Jane Kunstler
Delysia Lawson
Skye Leckie oam
Mrs Judy Lee
Professor Gustav Lehrer faa am 
 & Mrs Nanna Lehrer
Ashley Lucas
Diana Lungren
Joan Lyons
Prof Roy & Dr Kimberley MacLeod
Garth Mansfield oam  
 & Margaret Mansfield oam
Vicky Marquis
Greg & Jan Marsh
Marshall & Margie
Peter Martin
Massel Australia
Sue McDonald
J A McKernan
Annie McPherson
Phil & Helen Meddings
Meg Meldrum
P J Miller
Michelle & Brett Mitchell
Peter & Felicia Mitchell
Dr Robert Mitchell
Patsy Montgomery
Helen Moylan
Juliet Munro
Catherine Murray
Nevarc Inc
Dr G Nelson

Neta & Julian
Annette Olle
Geraldine Ormonde
Sue Packer
Robert & Nancy Pallin
Leslie Parsonage
Helen Perlen
Renaissance Tours
James Philips & Julie Claridge
Mark Powell
Greeba Pritchard
Clare Quail
Jennifer Quartermaine
Dr S M Richards am &  
 Mrs M R Richards
John & Virginia Richardson
Prof. Graham & Felicity Rigby
Em Prof A W Roberts am
Gerry & Maurice Rousset oam
Larraine Rubinstein
Trish & Richard Ryan ao
J Sanderson
In Memory of H. St. P. Scarlett
Dr Nora Scheinkestel
Robyn Scott
Glenice Shephard
Diana Snape & Brian Snape am
Ezekiel Solomon am
Brendan Sowry
Kim & Keith Spence
Ross Steele am
The Stirling Family
Josephine Strutt
Yosi Tal
Robyn Tamke
Jane Tham & Philip Maxwell
Rob & Kyrenia Thomas
Sophie Thomas
Mike Thompson
Christopher & Ann Thorpe
Joanne Tompkins & Alan Lawson
Anne Tonkin
Juliet Tootell
Ngaire Turner
Yvonne von Hartel am  
 & Robert Peck
John & Susan Wardle
Garry & Elaine Warne
GC & R Weir
Moira Westmore
Kathy White
Rob White & Lisa Hamilton
Peter Willis sc & Eleneth Woolley
Sally Willis
Margot Woods
Nick & Jo Wormald
Darren Yong & Connie Chaird
The Yulgibar Foundation
Brian Zulaikha & Janet Laurence
Anonymous (45)

$500–$999 
Beverley Allen
Libby Anderson
Angelique & Peter Andrews
Ben Andrews
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Harry Anstey
Allyson Anthonisz
Elsa Atkin am
Ms Rita Avdiev
Zelinda Bafile
John Baird in memory  
 of Annette McClure
Qualitrium Pty Ltd
Shona Beatty
In memory of Dr Hatto Beck
Kathrine Becker
Siobhan Beilin
Sue Berners-Price
Mrs L Bertoldo Hyne
Anne Bird
Lindsey Boileau
Lynne & Max Booth
K J Boucher
Sue Boyd
Denise Braggett
Alice Bray
Diana Brookes
Christine Burson
Ian & Brenda Campbell
Fred & Angela Chaney
Fred & Jody Chaney
Colleen & Michael Chesterman
Richard & Elizabeth Chisholm
Stephen Chivers
Alison Clugston-Cornes
Dr Jane Cook
Robert Coppola & Michelle Falstein
Esther Cossman
Louise Costanzo
Nicholas Chreed &  
 Jessamine Soderstrom
Donald Crombie am
John & Patricia Curotta
Pamela Davis
Lyndall & Terence Dawson
Margaret Denton
Christine Donnelly
Kath & Geoff Donohue
Jennifer Douglas
In Memory of Raymond Dudley
Sandra Dunn
Nita Durham
Judith Einstein
Tony & Camille Faure
Bridget Faye am
Ann Field
JoAnna Fisher & Geoff Weir
Penny Fraser
Helen Frost
Paul Gibson & Gabrielle Curtin
Penny Gibson
Don & Mary Glue
Brian Goddard
Marilyn Gosling
Professor Ian Gough am 
& Dr Ruth Gough
Louise Gourlay oam
Andrea Govaert and Wik Farwerck
Carole A P Grace
Dr Eve Gu
Shona Hall

Rohan Haslam
Gaye Headlam
Rose Hiscock & Virginia Lovett
Gerard Hogan
Sheila Hughes
E & M Hyman
Robert & Margaret Jackson
Camille Jago
Dr Anne James & Dr Cary James
Greg & Karen Joffe
Peter Jopling am qc
Pamela Jordan
Elyse Jory
James Kelly
Andrew & Amanda Love
Amanda Maple-Brown
Dr Donald & Mrs Jan Maxwell
Susan Maxwell-Stuart
Kate Mazoudier
Jan McDonald
Kate McDonald
Shirley McEwin
H E McGlashan
Lesley McKay
Margaret A McNaughton
Lucinda Mills
Tony & Elizabeth Minchin
Pierette Mizzi
Roberta Murphy
Andrew Naylor
J Norman
Graham North
Robin Offler
Brenda & Masaya Okada
Dennis & Charlotte O’Neil
Mr Selwyn Owen
Ann Packman
John Parker
Rona Parker
Ian Penboss
Kevin Phillips
Erika Pidcock
In memory of Roy & Kay Piper
James & Frances Prell
Beverley & Ian Pryer
Jenny Rankin
Stuart Read
Roger & Helen Reddel
Ms Alison Reeve
Joanna Renkin & Geoffrey Hansen
Jonathan Rourke
Mrs J Royle
Jane Schlensky
Johannes Schönborn
Margaret Seares
Tony Seymour
David & Daniela Shannon
David Shelmerdine
Margaret Sheridan
Patti Simpson
Agnes Sinclair
Michael Southwell
Cisca Spencer
Robert Stephens
Cheri Stevenson
Dr Douglas Sturkey cvo am

In memory of Dr Aubrey Sweet
Gabrielle Tagg
Susan & Yasuo Takao
Mary Tapissier
TFW See &  
 Lee Chartered Accountants
Matthew Toohey
Vicki Toovey
Tim & Vincey Trahair
Diane Villani
Joy Wearne
Janice White
Peter White
Margaret Whitstock
Liz Williamson & Tony Stirton
Robynanne Woolf
Mark & Jackie Worrall
Don & Mary Ann Yeats am
Anonymous (78)

ACO Instrument Fund
The Instrument Fund offers investors 
the opportunity to participate in 
the ownership of a bank of historic 
stringed instruments. The Fund’s 
assets are the 1728/29 Stradivarius 
violin, the 1714 ‘ex Isolde Menges’ 
Joseph Guarnerius filius Andreæ violin, 
the 1616 ‘ex-Fleming’ Brothers Amati 
Cello and the 1590 Brothers Amati 
Violin. For more information please 
call Yeehwan Yeoh, Investor Relations 
Manager on (02) 8274 3878.

FOUNDING PATRON
The late Peter Weiss ao

FOUNDING PATRONS
Visionary $1m+
The late Peter Weiss ao

Concerto $200,000–$999,999
The late Amina Belgiorno-Nettis
Naomi Milgrom ao

Octet $100,000–$199,999
John Taberner

Quartet $50,000 – $99,999
John Leece am & Anne Leece
E Xipell

INVESTORS
Stephen & Sophie Allen 
John & Deborah Balderstone 
Guido Belgiorno-Nettis am &  
 Michelle Belgiorno-Nettis 
Bill Best 
Benjamin Brady 
Sam Burshtein & Galina Kaseko 
Sally Collier 
Michael Cowen & Sharon Nathani 
Marco D’Orsogna 
Dr William Downey 
Garry & Susan Farrell 
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The late Ian Wallace & Kay Freedman
Gammell Family 
Adriana & Robert Gardos 
Daniel & Helen Gauchat 
Edward Gilmartin 
Lindy & Danny Gorog  
 Family Foundation 
Tom & Julie Goudkamp 
Laura Hartley & Stuart Moffat 
Philip Hartog 
Peter & Helen Hearl 
Brendan Hopkins 
Angus & Sarah James 
Paul & Felicity Jensen 
Jos Luck 
Knights Family Jabula Foundation
Mangala SF 
Media Super 
Nelson Meers Foundation 
Daniel & Jackie Phillips 
Jo Phillips
Sam Reuben & Lilia Makhlina 
Ryan Cooper Family Foundation 
Andrew & Philippa Stevens 
John Taberner & Grant Lang 
Dr Lesley Treleaven 
Carla Zampatti Foundation 

ACO Instrument Fund 
Directors
Bill Best – Chair
Jessica Block
Edward Gilmartin
John Leece am
Julie Steiner
John Taberner

ACO US Directors
Patrick Loftus-Hills – Co-Chair
Sally Phillips Paridis – Co-Chair
Camilla Bates 
Jessica Block
Judy Crawford
Camilla Marr
David McCann
Steve Paridis
John Taberner
Lucy Turnbull ao
Alastair Walton

ACO UK Directors
Damian Walsh – Chair
Professor Edward Byrne ac
Richard Evans
Alison Harbert 
Rebecca Hossack
Sonya Leydecker
The Rt Hon. the Baroness  
 Liddell of Coatdyke
John Taberner

ACO Committees

THE MELBOURNE COMMITTEE
Martyn Myer ao (Chair)
Chairman, Cogstate Ltd  
President, The Myer Foundation 

Peter McMullin (Deputy Chair)
Chairman, McMullin Group 

David Abela
Managing Director 
3 Degrees Marketing

Rachel Peck
Principal 
peckvonhartel architects

Clare Quail

Ken Smith
CEO & Dean ANZSOG

Susan Thacore

Peter Yates am
Deputy Chairman,
Myer Family Investments Ltd &
Director, AIA Ltd

EVENT COMMITTEES

Sydney
Judy Crawford (Chair)
Ellie Aitken
Lillian Armitage
Jane Clifford
Deeta Colvin
Barbara Coombes
Fay Geddes
Julie Goudkamp
Lisa Kench
Liz Lewin
Julianne Maxwell
Rany Moran
Lynne Testoni
Sue Tobin

Brisbane
Philip Bacon
Kay Bryan
Andrew Clouston
Caroline Frazer
Dr Ian Frazer ac 
Cass George
Di Jameson 
Wayne Kratzmann
Marie-Louise Theile
Beverley Trivett

ACO Government Partners
We thank our Government Partners for 
their generous support 

The ACO is assisted by the Australian Government through the 
Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body. 

The ACO is supported by the NSW 
Government through Create NSW.



GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

UNIVERSITY PARTNERPRINCIPAL PARTNER: ACO COLLECTIVE

MAJOR PARTNERS

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT PARTNERS

VENUE SUPPORT

Holmes à Court Family Foundation                         The Ross Trust

ACO PARTNERS
We thank our Partners for their generous support.

NATIONAL TOUR PARTNERS
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