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ACO return from
triumphant first season
in-residence at London’s
Barbican Centre
“Richard Tognetti,
leading from the
front in every
sense, embodies
everything
that makes his
band special.”
– THE TIMES,
24.10.18

“A performance
that buzzed with
exuberance and a
hint of menace.”
– THE GUARDIAN UK,
27.10.18

“Knife-sharp
precision as well
as sheer power –
the ACO carved
Mozart into radiant,
razor-edged
blocks of sound
with an almost
brutal swagger.”
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The Australian Chamber Orchestra (ACO) have returned from a triumphant
first season in-residence at London’s Barbican Centre, cementing
their international reputation as the world’s most dynamic and innovative
chamber orchestra.
For their first of three seasons as International Associate Ensemble at
Milton Court in partnership with the Barbican Centre, the ACO performed three
critically-acclaimed concerts which featured music from Mozart and Beethoven
to indie artist Sufjan Stevens, as well as the sell-out UK premiere of the live
performance of Richard Tognetti’s cross-artform masterpiece Mountain.
The ACO’s sell-out opening concert in Milton Court Concert Hall, Mozart’s Last
Three Symphonies, was met with glowing reviews, with The Times writing,
“Nothing about this orchestra is ever routine. Standing to perform, swaying
exuberantly, the fiddlers’ bows flamboyantly flourished at every final cadence,

– THE ARTS DESK,
24.10.18
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this orchestra exudes an energy that, in fast and loud passages (of which they
seemed to find a great many in these symphonies), becomes almost feral in
its ferocity.”

Caitlin Benetatos

The second concert saw the ACO give the UK premiere of their acclaimed
cinematic and musical odyssey Mountain, in the Barbican Hall to a rapturous
sold-out audience.
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For the final concert of their first Barbican Season, the ACO were joined in the
Milton Court Concert Hall by Australian star soprano Nicole Car and musicians
from the Guildhall School of Music for a program of Beethoven, Bach, Bartók
and Sufjan Stevens. The Guardian UK wrote of the concert, “Car’s soprano
glowed and glinted… while the ACO itself shone in Tognetti’s arrangement of
JS Bach’s Ricercar a 6.”
“We are thrilled with how enthusiastically London audiences responded to the
ACO’s first season in-residence at the magnificent Barbican Centre,” said ACO
Managing Director Richard Evans. “To be so well-received in our first season is
testament to the strong and enduring relationship that the ACO have developed
with London over the past 36 years, since the Orchestra’s first tour to the
city in 1982. We are very much looking forward to returning in 2019 for our
second season.”
The ACO are the only Australian orchestra to hold a long-term residency at
a major performing arts centre outside of Australia. They are one of three
International Associate ensembles who commenced a three-year residency
in partnership with the Barbican from the 2018/19 Season. Also in-residence
are the LA Philharmonic, directed by Music & Artistic Director Gustavo
Dudamel, and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, led by Artistic Director
Wynton Marsalis.
The ACO will return to London in October 2019 to perform the second of three
seasons in-residence at the Barbican. The full program will be announced in
early 2019.
To conclude their 2018 touring season, the ACO will perform
Tognetti’s Beethoven, which will tour nationally from 8–21 November.
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‘The Australian
Chamber
Orchestra is
uniformly
high-octane,
arresting and
never ordinary.’
– THE AUSTRALIAN

ABOUT THE AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

The Australian Chamber Orchestra lives and breathes music, making waves
around the world for their explosive performances and brave interpretations.
Steeped in history but always looking to the future, ACO programs embrace
celebrated classics alongside new commissions, and adventurous crossartform collaborations.
Led by Artistic Director Richard Tognetti since 1990, the ACO performs more
than 100 concerts each year. Whether performing in Manhattan, New York, or
Wollongong, NSW, the ACO is unwavering in their commitment to creating
transformative musical experiences.
The Orchestra regularly collaborates with artists and musicians who share their
ideology: from Emmanuel Pahud, Steven Isserlis, Dawn Upshaw, Olli Mustonen,
Brett Dean and Ivry Gitlis, to Neil Finn, Jonny Greenwood, Barry Humphries
and Meow Meow; to visual artists and film makers such as Michael Leunig, Bill
Henson, Shaun Tan, Jon Frank, and Jennifer Peedom, who have co-created
unique, hybrid productions for which the ACO has become renowned.
Testament to their international reputation, the ACO were invited to commence
a three-year residency as International Associate Ensemble at Milton Court
in partnership with London’s Barbican Centre from the 2018/19 season.
This residency at one of Europe’s most prestigious concert venues follows
on from the success of ACO Artistic Director Richard Tognetti’s time as the
Barbican’s first ever Artist-in-Residence at Milton Court Concert Hall.

#ACO18
@A_C_O
AustralianChamberOrchestra
@AustralianChamberOrchestra
AustralianChamberOrchestra

In addition to their national and international touring schedule, the Orchestra
has an active recording program across CD, vinyl and digital formats. Their
recordings of Bach’s violin works won three consecutive ARIA Awards. Recent
releases include Water | Night Music, the first Australian-produced classical vinyl
for two decades, Mozart’s Last Symphonies, Bach Beethoven: Fugue and the
soundtrack to the acclaimed cinematic collaboration, Mountain.
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