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Australian Chamber Orchestra and
Sydney Opera House present

There’s A Sea in My Bedroom
9–20 May
Utzon Room, Sydney Opera House

An immersive
live music and
storytelling
experience for
children set in a
fantasy world.

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD
HIGH-RES PHOTOS

In what marks its first family concert series, the Australian Chamber Orchestra
will partner with Sydney Opera House to present the world premiere of
Margaret Wild’s classic Australian story, There’s A Sea in My Bedroom,
reimagined in an engaging concert experience for children aged 2–7 years and
their families.
This immersive performance will seamlessly blend sound and story, interweaving
Wild’s much-loved children’s book with an original score by Australian composer
Paul Stanhope. There’s A Sea in My Bedroom will be performed live by the
talented musicians of ACO Collective alongside actor Jack Richardson with
an imaginative set design in the intimate surrounds of the Utzon Room.
“The ACO is delighted to partner with Sydney Opera House to present our first
family concert series, the world premiere of this reimagination of Margaret Wild’s
classic children’s book, There’s A Sea in My Bedroom,” said ACO Learning &
Engagement Manager Tara Smith. “We have specially commissioned one
of Australia’s most celebrated composers, Paul Stanhope, to write a clever and
engaging score that will introduce sophisticated live music to children, brought to
life by a string quintet of our exceptional musicians in a theatrical setting. There’s
A Sea in My Bedroom will engage, delight and inspire the imagination of our
young audience.”
There’s A Sea in My Bedroom forms part of the Sydney Opera House’s Children,
Families and Creative Learning program.
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Sydney Opera House Head of Children, Families and Creative Learning,
Bridgette van Leuven says: “I always seek to present exciting musical
experiences for our early childhood audiences at Sydney Opera House. ACO
should be applauded for commissioning new music for children and applying
their international reputation, musicianship and artistry to our stages. Rich,
live musical experiences are critical to a child’s emotional and cognitive
development.”
Audiences will be transported through music, movement and lighting into the
fantasy world of Davey, a young boy who faces his fear of the ocean when,
upon bringing home a seashell from the beach, he coaxes the water trapped
inside to come out with the words: “Come out, sea, come out. I won’t hurt
you.” As the water fills his bedroom, Davey’s fear turns to happiness as he plays
amongst the imaginary waves and sea life.
Following the performance, young audience members will have the opportunity
to meet the musicians and get up close to the instruments.

TICKETS FROM $25
To purchase tickets visit:
https://www.aco.com.au/
whats_on/event_detail/
theres-a-sea-in-my-bedroom

“The collective
sound of ACO
Collective is
exquisite and
homogenous, a
tribute to the
musicians of
the Australian
Chamber Orchestra,
who have sought
these rare talents.”
– SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

There’s A Sea in My Bedroom
9–20 MAY
Utzon Room, Sydney Opera House
Based on the book by Margaret Wild & Jane Tanner
Adapted & Directed by Tim McGarry
Music by Paul Stanhope
Set, Costume & Lighting Design by Kelsey Lee
Sound Design by Daniel Blinkhorn
Performed by Jack Richardson (Actor) and ACO Collective

ABOUT ACO COLLECTIVE

ACO Collective is the Australian Chamber Orchestra’s critically acclaimed
regional touring and education ensemble. It combines Australia’s most
talented emerging string players, including the ACO Emerging Artists, with the
professional musicians of the ACO to create a high-energy string orchestra that
tours music and education activities to regional locations all over Australia.
ABOUT CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND CREATIVE LEARNING AT
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE

Cultivating creative minds, the Sydney Opera House’s Children, Families &
Creative Learning program offers performing arts, digital and creative learning
experiences year-round. It’s about deep learning opportunities that playfully
encourage creativity for life. On site, online and through schools and outreach
initiatives, this diverse Opera House program engages more than 150,000
people each year, including children of all ages, parents at all stages, teachers
and experts around Australia and the world. The Creative Learning Program is
aligned to 21st-century learning outcomes and incorporates accredited teacher
professional learning, Indigenous work experience, emerging young artist
masterclasses, free creative play, national and international digital interactive
talks, tours and workshops, industry forums, live and streamed performances
and digital content.
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‘The Australian
Chamber
Orchestra is
uniformly
high-octane,
arresting and
never ordinary.’
– THE AUSTRALIAN

ABOUT THE AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

The Australian Chamber Orchestra lives and breathes music, making waves
around the world for their explosive performances and brave interpretations.
Steeped in history but always looking to the future, ACO programs embrace
celebrated classics alongside new commissions, and adventurous crossartform collaborations.
Led by Artistic Director Richard Tognetti since 1990, the ACO performs
more than 100 concerts each year. Whether performing in Manhattan, New
York, or Wollongong, NSW, the ACO is unwavering in their commitment to
creating transformative musical experiences.
The Orchestra regularly collaborates with artists and musicians who share
their ideology: from Emmanuel Pahud, Steven Isserlis, Dawn Upshaw, Olli
Mustonen, Brett Dean and Ivry Gitlis, to Neil Finn, Jonny Greenwood, Barry
Humphries and Meow Meow; to visual artists and film makers such as
Michael Leunig, Bill Henson, Shaun Tan, Jon Frank, and Jennifer Peedom,
who have co-created unique, hybrid productions for which the ACO has
become renowned.

#ACO19
@A_C_O
AustralianChamberOrchestra
@AustralianChamberOrchestra
AustralianChamberOrchestra

Testament to their international reputation, the ACO were invited to
commence a three-year residency as International Associate Ensemble at
Milton Court in partnership with London’s Barbican Centre from the 2018/19
season. This residency at one of Europe’s most prestigious concert venues
follows on from the success of ACO Artistic Director Richard Tognetti’s time
as the Barbican’s first ever Artist-in-Residence at Milton Court Concert Hall.
In addition to their national and international touring schedule, the Orchestra
has an active recording program across CD, vinyl and digital formats. Recent
releases include Water | Night Music, the first Australian-produced classical
vinyl for two decades, Heroines, recorded with Australian soprano Nicole
Car, and the soundtrack to the acclaimed cinematic collaboration, Mountain.
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